
 

 

 

Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 

 Leadership Summit – A day of training open to everyone who is interested in leadership; whether you are currently leading 
or want to in the future. Come and invest in your skills and knowledge.  £10. Tickets available from 
rfcleadership.eventbrite.com. Time: 9.30-5.00pm, Venue: London Street. 

 Alpha Course – The Alpha course starts on Tues 30
th

 September @church office. The course runs for 10 weeks covering 
topics such as Who is Jesus? Why did He die? Etc… For more info contact Scott Taylor via email: 
scott@readingfamilychurch.org.uk 

 

 
Reading Family Church 

Life Group Notes - Sunday 07th September 2014 
 

Title: Jesus, Prayer & Me #3: Listening to God      Speaker: Liz Green 
 
Jesus taught us to pray ‘Give us our daily bread’.   Prayer is as much about listening to God to receive His daily spiritual bread as it is 
talking to him and bringing him our requests.  Prayer is not a monologue but a dialogue.  God wants us to ask him what his council, 
his heart, his wisdom is. 
It is normal to hear God.  God talked to Adam and Eve (Gen 2:16, 3:9), Moses spoke with God as a man speaks with a friend (Ex 
33:11), Jesus said ‘man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Matt 4:4), and that His 
sheep would recognise His voice (Jn 10:27) 
Encouragement from the bible.  Read 1 Sam 3:1-10 

 There are times and seasons when God’s word is rare.  Don’t be unnerved .  We may all have Wifi seasons (always 

connected to God), cell phone seasons (God has our number and calls us regularly) and land mail seasons (less frequent 

correspondence) 

 Samuel mistook God’s voice for that of his master, Eli.  It is possible for us to mistake God’s voice for natural, normal people 

or situations. God speaks through many different means. 

 God doesn’t give up when He has something He wants to say to us. 

How can we learn to hear God more clearly?/grow in our ability to hear him? 

 Slow down – make space in your day/week/month/year to ‘be still’.  It takes effort – to move through life at a pace that 

notices what/when God might want to speak to you. 

 Soften Up – both sin and busyness harden our hearts to God’s voice.   

What God speaks to us about 
God will often speak to us about our identity far more than he will our destiny.  He will address more frequently the ‘who, how and 
why’ of our lives rather than the ‘what, where and when’.  Look at how God encourages Jesus at his baptism (Matt 3:17) 
How can we be really sure it is God speaking? 
Use common sense! But three helpful checks/guidelines; 

 Get ADVICE from wise Christians – people you trust and will tell you what you need to hear 

 Consult the BIBLE – does it line up with Jesus’ teaching and purposes of God? 

 Listen to your CONSCIENCE – Does it sit well with you?  Does it fill you with joy? 

We need never run out of things to pray if we pray the words of the bible.  By praying the bible we can be confident that we are 
praying God’s will  Through praying the words of scripture, we open up the horizon for God to speak back to us through his word. 
Questions: 

 What was the last thing you heard God speak to you about? 

 What steps could you take to slow down and soften up your life? 

 How do you test whether God has really spoken to you?  Share your stories 

 Why not take some time to pray and prophecy over each other, asking God to speak to each person in the group 

 


