
 

 

 

Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 
 Leadership Summit – A day of training open to everyone who is interested in 

leadership; whether you are currently leading or want to in the future. Come and invest 
in your skills and knowledge.  £10. Tickets available from rfcleadership.eventbrite.com. 
Time: 9.30-5.00pm, Venue: London Street. 

 Men’s Breakfast – Join us at the Harvester, Prospect Park for breakfast together.  We 
don't get many opportunities to get together as guys so come and let’s encourage one 

another in God.  Bring a friend if you would like.  You will need to book and pay for your 
place with Geoff White and his team. They will be available to take names and bookings 
at the end of each of our meetings on Sept 21st and Sept 28th.  Alternatively email Geoff 

on geoff.mark.white@gmail. Venue postcode: RG30 2ND 
 

 

Sunday 21st Sept 2014 

Reading Family Church 

  
Title: Jesus, Prayer & Me – Perseverance    Speaker: Sean Green 
Jesus taught us in Matt 6v9-13 to pray for our Heavenly Father’s will to be done. However, 
persevering in prayer can a real challenge when the stakes are high and God is silent. The Bible 

is very honest about God’s people living with unanswered prayer … but in church we don’t want 
to talk about it! Many of us are carrying the disappointment & wounds of unanswered prayer. 

Sean’s sermon is part of us developing a culture of faith, honesty and perseverance in prayer. 
  
Living with unanswered Prayer: Jesus know what this is like! (Jn17v23). When God seems to 

be on mute, we need to remind ourselves that:  
         We live in God’s WORLD (1 in 7bn) 

         We live under God’s WILL: God knows best (Mystery) 

         Our God’s is at WAR: God wins & works all things (Rom 8v28) 
  
When God is silent #1: God’s silence does not mean He is absent. Just as training a child to 
ride a bike is best done holding the saddle not their shoulders; so God is always with us, even 
when we can’t feel His presence (He promised to never leave nor forsake us Dt31v8). 
  
When God is silent #2: Like Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego we need to cultivate both Faith & 

Faithfulness and stay true even when life makes no sense. (Dan3v16-18). 
  
When God is silent #3: We can learn from our true and greater older brother, Jesus. At 

Gethsemane He reminded himself of the Father’s Love & Power He also spoke honesty about his 
feeling. Finally he submitted Himself to the Father’s silence and took the cup (Mark 14v36). 
  
Like Jesus, when we don’t understand, we still want to trust and Pray. 
  
Suggested questions 

1.   How does God’s World, Will & War change your perspective on unanswered prayer? 

2.   What practical things can we do to cultivate our faith & faithfulness when God is silent?  
3.   What do we need to remember from Sunday on Oct 5th? 
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